


Thank you to everyone who attended our Macmillian coffee morning on Friday 28th September  

We Raised 

£130.00! 





/daleheadvetgroup  

Check out our website www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk for 

more information about caring for your pet, special offers, 

vet and staff profiles and much more! 

It’s coming round to that time of year again - Bonfire Night starts the fireworks season which now seems to stretch into the New Year! 

Whilst many people love the fireworks with their bright lights, flashes and bangs, they can pose a problem to pet owners whose 

companions are not as keen on the festivities. Preparation is the key to minimising  stress for our furry friends over this explosive period 

and should begin at least 2 weeks before. 

Calming Products 

There are a number of non prescription calming products available for your pet, both for the environment and to be given orally. Please 

contact the surgery for further details and a chat about what might be the best solution for you. Some of these products achieve better 

results if used for a period of time before the firework activity commences. In some extreme cases of anxiety in pets, prescription products 

may be required. Your pet will need to be examined by a veterinary surgeon to ensure he or she is in good health and that the medication is 

suitable for its prescribed use. 

Hides   

At other times of the year our canine/feline friends are quite happy to sleep in their usual beds 

but during these stressful periods, converting these into hides can help them feel more secure. 

Provide plenty of blankets so they can burrow,  using old jumpers which smell of you is a good 

idea as this can help to create a reassuring atmosphere as if you are present and make your pet 

feel safer. The hide does not need to be expensive; old cardboard boxes, dog crates, cat 

baskets will do the job. Remember to put in a bowl of water whilst the hide is being used. 

In the run up to the firework season, assemble your pet’s hide and take them to it regularly. Play with them and give them some food/

treats here so that they begin to understand it is a safe, happy place to go to. Make the hide accessible at all times so they can go there 

when they feel the need and if possible ensure it is placed in a room with no windows or with thick curtains so your pet cannot see the 

flashes when fireworks go off outside. 

Remember 

 During firework activity keep all windows and doors closed, fear can cause animals to look for escape routes and they may find 

themselves outside becoming lost and very scared! Ensure your pet is micro-chipped, should they become lost this will ensure a 

more speedy reunion.  

 Whilst out walking with your dog keep them on the lead, no matter how much you trust them and even if your dog is used to being 

off the lead, a loud firework could startle or scare them and could result in them running away or into immediate danger, such as a 

busy road. Walk earlier than usual if possible, before it goes dark and fireworks are likely to be used. 

 Keep cats indoors and don’t forget to provide them with a litter tray if they don't already have one. 

 Provide your pets with new chews/toys to distract them from what is going on around them and feed a large meal rich in 

carbohydrates as this will make your pet sleepy. 

 Play music or have the volume on the TV at a louder level than usual as this can help to mask the noise from outside. Playing with 

your pet may also help to distract them. 

 Do not get cross with your pet as this will only raise their anxiety levels (as can over fussing them)! Try to ignore any bad behaviour 

until they begin to relax and then reward the good behaviour. 

We mustn't forget our furry friends that live outside! If your rabbits, ferrets and guinea 

pigs have not already been moved indoors for winter, start bringing them indoors at night 

to get them use to it before the firework season starts. Cages can be covered with 

blankets to muffle loud noise and keep out the flashes but you must ensure that there is 

adequate airflow. If you have aviaries consider covering them over or providing extra 

places for the birds to take cover. 

Come and see us for our Firework Fix clinics! These are complimentary clinics held by our 

qualified nurses to help you and your pet during the firework season. We offer hints and 

tips for your phobic friends that may help your pet during this stressful season.  

 

SCARY TIMES 


